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Module Aims: To develop awareness of the principles and complexities of supporting and 
promoting children’s rights in different areas of service provision.  
 

 

Intended Learning Outcomes 
 
At the end of this module, using academic writing conventions, including Harvard 
referencing, students will be able to: 

 
1. Examine the principles and contemporary developments in children’s rights. 



2. Analyse children’s rights in the context of different areas of service provision. 
3. Critique some of the complexities, tensions and debates surrounding children’s rights. 
4. Critically discuss the role of the practitioner in supporting and promoting children’s rights. 
 

 
Assessment: 
 
An individual presentation relating to the complexity and challenges sometimes involved in 
practice and the role of the practitioner in supporting and promoting children’s rights. 
Consideration will also be given to the development/emergence of children’s rights and the 
rights of the child in the context of different areas of service provision. 
 
Assessment 

number 
Learning 

Outcomes to 
be met 

Type of assessment Weighting Word count (or 
equivalent if 
appropriate) 

1 
 

All Presentation 100% c4,000 (20mins) 

 

Learning and Teaching Strategies: 
 
Sessions will comprise of the presentation of information, case studies, practical activities, 
external speakers, review of DVD material and peer group discussion.  
 
 

Syllabus Outline: 

 Historical development of children’s rights, including sociological perspectives 

 Key principles/values: What are rights? Why are children’s rights important? 

 Child rights legislation and frameworks (United Nations Convention of the Rights of the 
Child; Rights to Action; Every Child Matters; Children’s Commissioner) 

 Rights and service provision: education; safeguarding; youth work; youth and family 
justice system; play; early years; health and social care  

 Rights of vulnerable groups (e.g. children in care; homeless; children with disabilities; 
refugees; those at risk of abuse/exploitation) 

 Promoting agency, empowerment, resilience 

 Practical application: aspirations, complexities and debates (e.g. protection v 
participation; child-adult power relations; perceptions of competence and capabilities) 

 Strategies for promoting participation and listening to children and young people (e.g. 
School Councils, the Mosaic approach; Children’s Commission; education for citizenship). 

 Role of non-government organisations in children’s rights 

 International mechanisms: implementation, monitoring and progress 
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